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About this compilation 

This compilation 

This is a compilation of the Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998 that shows the text of the 
law as amended and in force on 31 August 2018 (the compilation date). 

The notes at the end of this compilation (the endnotes) include information about amending 
laws and the amendment history of provisions of the compiled law. 

Uncommenced amendments 

The effect of uncommenced amendments is not shown in the text of the compiled law. Any 
uncommenced amendments affecting the law are accessible on the Legislation Register 
(www.legislation.gov.au). The details of amendments made up to, but not commenced at, the 
compilation date are underlined in the endnotes. For more information on any uncommenced 
amendments, see the series page on the Legislation Register for the compiled law. 

Application, saving and transitional provisions for provisions and amendments 

If the operation of a provision or amendment of the compiled law is affected by an 
application, saving or transitional provision that is not included in this compilation, details are 
included in the endnotes. 

Editorial changes 

For more information about any editorial changes made in this compilation, see the endnotes. 

Modifications 

If the compiled law is modified by another law, the compiled law operates as modified but the 
modification does not amend the text of the law. Accordingly, this compilation does not show 
the text of the compiled law as modified. For more information on any modifications, see the 
series page on the Legislation Register for the compiled law. 

Self-repealing provisions 

If a provision of the compiled law has been repealed in accordance with a provision of the 
law, details are included in the endnotes. 
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61.113  General requirements for student pilots 

(1) A student pilot is authorised to conduct a solo flight in an aircraft only if the 
student pilot: 

(a) has an ARN; and 
(b) is at least 15. 

(2) A student pilot is not authorised to pilot an aircraft carrying passengers. 

(3) A student pilot is authorised to pilot an aircraft on a solo flight in another 
Contracting State’s airspace only if the student pilot has the permission (however 
described) of the Contracting State. 

(4) A student pilot is not authorised to pilot an aircraft other than a registered 
aircraft. 

61.114  Solo flights—medical requirements for student pilots 

(1) Subregulation (2) applies to: 
(a) the conduct of a solo flight in an aircraft other than a recreational aircraft; 

or 
(b) the conduct of a solo flight in a recreational aircraft under the VFR at night. 

(2) A student pilot is authorised to conduct the flight only if: 
(a) the student pilot: 

(i) holds a class 1 or 2 medical certificate; and 
(ii) carries the medical certificate on the flight; or 

(b) the student pilot: 
(i) holds a medical exemption for the flight; and 

(ii) carries a copy of the exemption on the flight. 

(3) Subregulation (4) applies to the conduct of a solo flight in a recreational aircraft 
by day, other than by the holder of a recreational pilot licence. 

(4) A student pilot is authorised to conduct the flight only if: 
(a) the student pilot: 

(i) holds a class 1 or 2 medical certificate; and 
(ii) carries the medical certificate on the flight; or 

(b) the student pilot: 
(i) holds a current recreational aviation medical practitioner’s certificate; 

and 
(ii) meets the requirements mentioned in subregulation (5); or 

 



 
 
 

(c) the student pilot: 
(i) holds a medical exemption for the flight; and 

(ii) carries a copy of the exemption on the flight. 

(5) For subparagraph (4)(b)(ii), the requirements are as follows: 
(a) the student pilot must have: 

(i) given CASA a copy of his or her recreational aviation medical 
practitioner’s certificate; and 

(ii) received from CASA a written acknowledgement of the receipt of the 
copy; 

(b) the student pilot must carry both of the following on the flight: 
(i) a copy of the certificate; 

(ii) a copy of the acknowledgement mentioned in subparagraph (a)(ii); 
(c) the student pilot must comply with any limitations or conditions stated on 

the certificate; 
(d) the student pilot must meet the modified Austroads medical standards. 

Note: For when a person meets the modified Austroads medical standards, see 
regulation 67.262. 

(6) In this regulation: 

current: a recreational aviation medical practitioner’s certificate for a student pilot is current 
for the shortest of the following periods: 

(a) the period beginning on the day the certificate is signed by the medical 
practitioner and ending 24 months after that day; 

(b) if, when the student pilot conducts a solo flight the student pilot is at least 
65—the period beginning on the day the certificate is signed by the 
medical practitioner and ending 12 months after that day; 

(c) if the certificate states the period for which it applies—the period 
beginning on the day the certificate is signed by the medical practitioner 
and ending at the end of the stated period. 

61.115  Solo flights—recent experience requirements for student pilots 

(1) A student pilot is authorised to conduct a solo flight in an aircraft only if: 
(a) the student pilot has, within the previous 14 days and in the same type of 

aircraft, successfully completed a dual flight check; and 
(b) as a result of the flight, his or her solo flight time since he or she last 

successfully completed a dual flight check would not exceed 3 hours. 

(2) However, paragraph (1)(b) does not apply to the student pilot if the student pilot 
is enrolled in an integrated training course. 

 



 
 
 

61.116  Student pilots authorised to taxi aircraft 

A student pilot is authorised to taxi an aircraft if the student pilot is approved to 
taxi the aircraft by a flight instructor. 
Note: See regulation 229 of CAR for an offence relating to taxiing aircraft without being 

authorised to do so. 

61.117  Identity checks—student pilots 

(1) CASA may, by written notice given to a student pilot, require the student pilot to 
provide evidence of his or her identity in accordance with paragraph 6.57(1)(a) 
of the Aviation Transport Security Regulations 2005. 

(2) The student pilot commits an offence if: 
(a) CASA has not told the student pilot, in writing, that he or she has complied 

with the requirement; and 
(b) the student pilots an aircraft. 

Penalty: 50 penalty units. 

(3) An offence against this regulation is an offence of strict liability. 

61.118  Production of medical certificates etc. and identification—student pilots 

(1) CASA may direct a student pilot to produce any or all of the following 
documents for inspection by CASA: 

(a) unless the student pilot holds a medical exemption to conduct a solo 
flight—the student pilot’s medical certificate or recreational aviation 
medical practitioner’s certificate; 

(b) a document that includes a photograph of the student pilot showing the 
student’s full face and his or her head and shoulders: 

(i) that was issued within the previous 10 years by the government, or a 
government authority, of: 

(A) the Commonwealth or a State or Territory; or 
(B) a foreign country, or a state or province (however described) 

of a foreign country; and 
(ii) that has not expired or been cancelled. 

(2) The student pilot commits an offence if: 
(a) CASA directs the student pilot to produce a document under 

subregulation (1); and 

 



 
 
 

(b) the student pilot does not produce the document before the earlier of the 
following: 

(i) when the student pilot next conducts a solo flight; 
(ii) within 7 days after the direction is given. 

Penalty: 50 penalty units. 

(3) An offence against this regulation is an offence of strict liability. 

Subdivision 61.A.3.2—Other circumstances in which flight crew duties 
may be performed without licence, rating or endorsement 

61.119  Flying without licence—flight engineer duties 

A person who does not hold a flight engineer licence is authorised to perform the 
duties of a flight engineer in a registered aircraft while: 

(a) receiving flight training from a flight engineer instructor; or 
(b) taking a flight test for a flight engineer licence or a flight crew rating or 

endorsement on a flight engineer licence. 

61.120  Operation of aircraft radio without licence 

A person who does not hold a flight crew licence, or who holds a recreational 
pilot licence but does not hold a flight radio endorsement, is authorised to 
transmit on a radio frequency of a kind used for the purpose of ensuring the 
safety of air navigation if: 

(a) the transmission is made while receiving training for a flight crew licence 
or flight radio endorsement; and 

(b) the transmission is approved by an instructor; and 
(c) the transmission is for the purpose of: 

(i) safely conducting a flight that is approved by a flight instructor; or 
(ii) receiving training in the use of an aircraft radio. 

Note: A person is prohibited from transmitting on a radio frequency of a kind used for the 
purpose of ensuring the safety of air navigation unless the person is qualified to do so: 
see regulation 83 of CAR. 

61.125  Conducting flight activities without rating or endorsement 

(1) A person who holds a pilot licence, but does not hold a rating or endorsement for 
the conduct of an activity for which a rating or endorsement is required under 
this Part, is authorised to conduct the activity if: 

(a) the activity is conducted while: 
(i) receiving flight training for the rating or endorsement; or 

 



 
 
 

(ii) taking a flight test for the rating or endorsement; or 
(iii) meeting the aeronautical experience requirements for the rating or 

endorsement; and 
(b) the activity is approved by, and conducted under the supervision of, a flight 

instructor. 

(2) A person who holds a flight engineer licence, but does not hold a rating or 
endorsement for the conduct of an activity for which a rating or endorsement is 
required under this Part, is authorised to conduct the activity if: 

(a) the activity is conducted while: 
(i) receiving flight training for the rating or endorsement; or 

(ii) taking a flight test for the rating or endorsement; or 
(iii) meeting the aeronautical experience requirements for the rating or 

endorsement; and 
(b) the activity is approved by, and conducted under the supervision of, a flight 

engineer instructor. 
 

 

61.160  Grant of flight crew licences 

Subject to regulation 11.055, CASA must grant a flight crew licence to an 
applicant for the licence if: 

(a) the application complies with regulation 61.155; and 
(b) the applicant: 

(i) meets the requirements mentioned in this Part for the grant of the 
licence; and 

(ii) for a flight crew licence other than a recreational pilot licence—has a 
current aviation English language proficiency assessment; and 

(iii) for a recreational pilot licence—meets the general English language 
proficiency requirements mentioned in regulation 61.265. 

Note: Despite anything in these Regulations, CASA is not to issue a flight crew licence to an 
applicant unless certain requirements are met: see regulation 6.57 of the Aviation 
Transport Security Regulations 2005. 

61.165  Grant of flight crew ratings 

Subject to regulation 11.055, CASA, or an examiner or an approval holder within 
the meaning of regulation 61.150, must grant a flight crew rating to an applicant 
for the rating if: 

(a) the application complies with regulation 61.155; and 

 



 
 
 

(b) for an application to an examiner or approval holder—the examiner or 
approval holder may, under regulation 61.150, grant the rating; and 

 
61.345  Personal logbooks—pilots 

(1) A person who holds a pilot licence, or a certificate of validation of an overseas 
flight crew licence that is equivalent to a pilot licence, commits an offence if the 
person does not keep a personal logbook in accordance with this regulation. 

Penalty: 50 penalty units. 

(2) The person must record his or her full name and date of birth in the person’s 
logbook. 

(3) The person must, as soon as practicable after completing each flight, record the 
following information in the person’s logbook for the flight: 

(a) the date the flight began; 
(b) the type of aircraft; 
(c) whether it was a single-engine or multi-engine aircraft; 
(d) the aircraft’s nationality and registration marks; 
(e) the take-off and landing points for the flight, and for each segment of the 

flight; 
(f) the flight time (if any) flown in each of the following capacities: 

(i) pilot in command; 
(ii) co-pilot; 

(iii) pilot in command under supervision; 
(iv) pilot receiving flight training; 

(g) if the person is a flight instructor—any flight time spent exercising the 
privileges of his or her flight instructor rating; 

(h) if the person is a flight examiner—any flight time spent exercising the 
privileges of his or her flight examiner rating; 

(i) whether the flight was by day or night, or both; 
(j) any instrument flight time; 

(k) whether the person conducted an instrument approach operation and, if so, 
the type of instrument approach procedure. 

(4) The person must, as soon as practicable after completing each simulated flight in 
a flight simulation training device, record the following information in the 
person’s logbook for the simulated flight: 

(a) the date the simulated flight began; 
(b) the type of aircraft represented by the device; 

 



 
 
 

(c) the simulated flight time (if any) performed in each of the following 
capacities: 

(i) pilot in command; 
(ii) co-pilot; 

(iii) pilot in command under supervision; 
(iv) pilot receiving flight training; 

(d) if the person is a flight instructor or simulator instructor—any time spent 
exercising the privileges of his or her instructor rating; 

(e) whether the flight was conducted in simulated day or night conditions, or 
both; 

(f) a description of the simulated flight activity. 

61.350  Personal logbooks—flight engineers 

(1) A person who holds a flight engineer licence, or a certificate of validation of an 
overseas flight crew licence that is equivalent to a flight engineer licence, 
commits an offence if the person does not keep a personal logbook in accordance 
with this regulation. 

Penalty: 50 penalty units. 

(2) The person must record his or her full name and date of birth in the person’s 
logbook. 

(3) The person must, as soon as practicable after completing each flight, record the 
following information in the person’s logbook for the flight: 

(a) the date the flight began; 
(b) the type of aircraft; 
(c) the aircraft’s nationality and registration marks; 
(d) the name of the pilot in command; 
(e) the take-off and landing points for the flight; 
(f) whether the holder was operating under training or supervision, or was 

conducting training or supervision; 
(g) the amount of flight time for which the holder performed the duties of a 

flight engineer; 
(h) if the person is a flight engineer instructor—any flight time spent 

exercising the privileges of his or her flight engineer instructor rating. 

(4) The person must, as soon as practicable after completing each simulated flight in 
a flight simulation training device, record the following information in his or her 
personal logbook for the simulated flight: 

(a) the date the simulated flight began; 

 



 
 
 

(b) the type of aircraft represented by the device; 
(c) if a person acted as pilot in command for the simulated flight—that 

person’s name; 
(d) a description of the activities conducted during the simulated flight; 
(e) whether the holder was operating under training or supervision, or was 

conducting training or supervision; 
(f) the amount of time for which the holder performed the duties of flight 

engineer; 
(g) if the person is a flight engineer instructor—any flight time spent 

exercising the privileges of his or her flight engineer instructor rating. 

Subpart 61.E—Pilot licensing—general limitations and 
authorisations 
Note: Subpart 61.E does not apply to glider pilot licences: see the definition of pilot licence 

in regulation 61.010. Subpart 61.Z deals with glider pilot licences. 

Division 61.E.1—General limitations on exercise of pilot licence 
privileges 

61.375  Limitations on exercise of privileges of pilot licences—ratings 

(1) This regulation applies to the holder of a pilot licence. 

(2) The holder is authorised to exercise the privileges of the licence in an aircraft of 
a particular category only if the holder also holds, as the associated aircraft 
category rating for the licence, the aircraft category rating for that category of 
aircraft. 
Note: An aircraft category rating has effect only in conjunction with the licence for which it is 

granted. It does not authorise the exercise, in the aircraft category covered by the rating, 
of the privileges of any other licence held by the holder of the rating: see the definition 
of associated in regulation 61.010. 

(3) The holder is authorised to exercise the privileges of the licence in an aircraft, 
other than an aircraft mentioned in subregulation (5), only if the holder also 
holds an appropriate aircraft class rating for the aircraft. 

(4) For subregulation (3), either of the following is an appropriate aircraft class 
rating for an aeroplane in the single-engine aeroplane class: 

(a) the single-engine aeroplane class rating; 
(b) the multi-engine aeroplane class rating. 

(5) The holder is authorised to exercise the privileges of the licence in: 
(a) a multi-crew aircraft; or 

 



 
 
 

(b) an aircraft: 
(i) that is certificated for single-pilot operation; and 

(ii) for which a single-pilot type rating is required by a legislative 
instrument under regulation 61.060; 

only if the holder also holds the appropriate pilot type rating for the aircraft type. 

(6) However, the holder is not required to hold the pilot type rating for the aircraft if: 
(a) the person is acting as a cruise relief co-pilot for the aircraft; and 
(b) the person holds a cruise relief co-pilot type rating for the aircraft type. 

(7) The holder is authorised to conduct an activity mentioned in column 1 of an item 
in table 61.375 in the exercise of the privileges of the licence only if the holder 
also holds the rating mentioned in column 2 of the item. 

(8) However: 
(a) the holder of a multi-crew pilot licence with an aeroplane category rating is 

authorised, without holding an instrument rating, to pilot an aeroplane in a 
multi-crew operation: 

(i) under the IFR; or 
(ii) at night under the VFR; and 

(b) the holder of an air transport pilot licence with an aeroplane category rating 
is authorised, without holding an instrument rating, to pilot an aeroplane: 

(i) under the IFR; or 
(ii) at night under the VFR; and 

(c) the holder of an air transport pilot licence with a powered-lift category 
rating is authorised, without holding an instrument rating, to pilot a 
powered-lift aircraft: 

(i) under the IFR; or 
(ii) at night under the VFR. 

  

 



 
 
 

 
 

Table 61.375 Activities for which ratings are required 

 
Item 

Column 1 
Activity 

Column 2 
Rating 

1 An operation under the IFR, other than an operation 
mentioned in item 2 

Instrument rating 

2 A private operation under the IFR Either: 
(a) instrument rating; or 
(b) private instrument rating 

3 An operation at night under the VFR, other than: 
(a) an operation using a night vision imaging 

system; or 
(b) a night aerial application operation below 500 ft 

AGL 

Either: 
(a) night VFR rating; or 
(b) instrument rating 

4 An operation at night under the VFR using a night 
vision imaging system 

Night vision imaging system rating 

5 A low-level operation Either: 
(a) low-level rating; or 
(b) aerial application rating 

6 An aerial application operation below 500 ft AGL Aerial application rating 

7 An activity mentioned in paragraph 61.1165(a), (c), 
(d), (e) or (f) in an aircraft 
An activity mentioned in paragraph 61.1165(g), (h) 
or (i) 

Flight instructor rating 

8 An activity mentioned in paragraph 61.1190(a), (c), 
(d), (e) or (f) in a flight simulation training device 
An activity mentioned in paragraph 61.1165(b), (j) 
or (k) or 61.1190(b), (g) or (h) 

Either: 
(a) flight instructor rating; or 
(b) simulator instructor rating 

9 An activity mentioned in regulation 61.1255  Flight examiner rating 

 



 
 
 

61.380  Limitations on exercise of privileges of pilot licences—flight activity and 
design feature endorsements 

(1) The holder of a pilot licence is authorised to conduct a flight activity mentioned 
in column 2 of an item in table 61.1145 only if the holder also holds the 
endorsement mentioned in column 1 of the item. 

(2) The holder of a pilot licence is authorised to exercise the privileges of the licence 
in an aircraft that has a design feature mentioned in regulation 61.755 for the 
aircraft only if the holder also holds the design feature endorsement for the 
design feature. 

61.385  Limitations on exercise of privileges of pilot licences—general 
competency requirement 

(1) The holder of a pilot licence is authorised to exercise the privileges of the licence 
in an aircraft only if the holder is competent in operating the aircraft to the 
standards mentioned in the Part 61 Manual of Standards for the class or type to 
which the aircraft belongs, including in all of the following areas: 

(a) operating the aircraft’s navigation and operating systems; 
(b) conducting all normal, abnormal and emergency flight procedures for the 

aircraft; 
(c) applying operating limitations; 
(d) weight and balance requirements; 
(e) applying aircraft performance data, including take-off and landing 

performance data, for the aircraft. 

(1A) Subregulation (1B) applies if the holder of a pilot licence also holds an 
operational rating or endorsement. 

(1B) The holder is authorised to exercise the privileges of his or her pilot licence in an 
activity in an aircraft under the rating or endorsement only if the holder is 
competent in operating the aircraft in the activity to the standards mentioned in 
the Part 61 Manual of Standards (if any) for: 

(a) the class or type to which the aircraft belongs; and 
(b) the activity. 

(2) The holder of a pilot licence is authorised to exercise the privileges of the licence 
in an aircraft that has an operative airborne collision avoidance system only if the 
holder is competent in the use of an airborne collision avoidance system to the 
standards mentioned in the Part 61 Manual of Standards. 

 



 
 
 

61.390  Limitations on exercise of privileges of pilot licences—operating 
requirements and limitations 

(1) The holder of a pilot licence is not authorised to conduct an activity in the 
exercise of the privileges of the licence in an aircraft if: 

(a) engaging in the activity is a prescribed purpose for subsection 27(9) of the 
Act; and 

(b) the operator of the aircraft does not hold an AOC that authorises the 
conduct of the activity. 

(2) The holder of a pilot licence is not authorised to conduct an activity in the 
exercise of the privileges of the licence if the conduct of the activity would be an 
offence against the Act or another provision of these Regulations. 

61.395  Limitations on exercise of privileges of pilot licences—recent experience 
for certain passenger flight activities 

(1) The holder of a pilot licence is authorised to pilot, during take-off or landing, an 
aircraft of a particular category carrying a passenger by day only if the holder 
has, within the previous 90 days, in an aircraft of that category or an approved 
flight simulator for the purpose, conducted, by day or night: 

(a) at least 3 take-offs; and 
(b) at least 3 landings; 

while controlling the aircraft or flight simulator. 

(2) The holder of a pilot licence is authorised to pilot, during take-off or landing, an 
aircraft of a particular category carrying a passenger at night only if the holder 
has, within the previous 90 days, in an aircraft of that category or an approved 
flight simulator for the purpose, conducted, at night: 

(a) at least 3 take-offs; and 
(b) at least 3 landings; 

while controlling the aircraft or flight simulator. 

(3) For paragraphs (1)(a) and (2)(a), each take-off must be followed by a climb to at 
least 500 ft AGL. 

(4) The holder is taken to meet the requirements of subregulation (1) if: 
(a) within the previous 90 days, in an aircraft of that category or an approved 

flight simulator for the purpose, the holder has: 
(i) successfully completed a relevant check or review; or 

(ii) passed a flight test for a pilot licence or a rating on a pilot licence; 
that includes at least one take-off and at least one landing; or 

 



 
 
 

(b) both: 
(i) the holder is successfully participating in an operator’s training and 

checking system for an operation in an aircraft of that category; and 
(ii) the operator holds an approval under regulation 61.040 for the system 

for this subregulation and operations in aircraft of that category. 

(5) Also, the holder is taken to meet the requirements of subregulation (2) if: 
(a) within the previous 90 days, in an aircraft of that category or an approved 

flight simulator for the purpose, the holder has: 
(i) successfully completed a relevant check or review; or 

(ii) passed a flight test for a pilot licence or a rating on a pilot licence; 
that includes at least one take-off, and at least one landing, at night; or 

(b) both: 
(i) the holder is successfully participating in an operator’s training and 

checking system for an operation at night in an aircraft of that 
category; and 

(ii) the operator holds an approval under regulation 61.040 for the system 
for this subregulation and operations in aircraft of that category. 

(6) In this regulation: 

relevant check or review means any of the following: 
(a) an instrument proficiency check; 
(b) a night vision imaging system proficiency check; 
(c) an instructor proficiency check; 
(d) an operator proficiency check; 
(e) a flight review. 

61.400  Limitations on exercise of privileges of pilot licences—flight review 

(1) For this Part, successful completion of a flight review for a rating on a pilot 
licence requires demonstration, to a person mentioned in subregulation (2), that 
the holder of the rating is competent in each unit of competency mentioned in the 
Part 61 Manual of Standards for the rating. 

(2) For subregulation (1), the persons are as follows: 
(a) CASA; 
(b) the holder of an approval under regulation 61.040 for this regulation; 
(c) a pilot instructor who is authorised to conduct a flight review for the rating. 

(3) The flight review must be conducted in: 
(a) an aircraft that can be flown under the rating; or 

 



 
 
 

(b) an approved flight simulator for the flight review. 

61.405  Limitations on exercise of privileges of pilot licences—medical 
requirements—recreational pilot licence holders 

(1) The holder of a recreational pilot licence is authorised to exercise the privileges 
of the licence only if: 

(a) the holder also holds a current class 1 or 2 medical certificate; or 
(b) the holder: 

(i) also holds a current recreational aviation medical practitioner’s 
certificate; and 

(ii) meets the requirements mentioned in subregulation (2); or 
(c) the holder also holds a medical exemption for the exercise of the privileges 

of the licence. 

(2) For subparagraph (1)(b)(ii), the requirements are as follows: 
(a) the holder must have: 

(i) given CASA a copy of the holder’s recreational aviation medical 
practitioner’s certificate; and 

(ii) received from CASA a written acknowledgement of the receipt of the 
copy; 

(b) while exercising the privileges of the licence in an aircraft, the holder must 
carry both of the following on the aircraft: 

(i) the certificate; 
(ii) the acknowledgement mentioned in subparagraph (a)(ii); 

(c) the holder must comply with any limitations or conditions stated on the 
certificate; 

(d) the holder must meet the modified Austroads medical standards. 
Note: For when a person meets the modified Austroads medical standards, see 

regulation 67.262. 

(3) In this regulation: 

current: a recreational aviation medical practitioner’s certificate for the holder of a 
recreational pilot licence is current for the shortest of the following periods: 

(a) the period beginning on the day the certificate was signed by the medical 
practitioner and ending 24 months after that day; 

(b) if, when the holder exercises the privileges of the licence, the holder is at 
least 65—the period beginning on the day the certificate was signed by the 
medical practitioner and ending 12 months after that day; 

 



 
 
 

(c) if the certificate states the period for which it applies—the period 
beginning on the day the certificate was signed by the medical practitioner 
and ending at the end of the stated period. 

Note: A licence holder must not exercise the privileges of his or her licence during any period 
of temporary medical unfitness that could render the holder unable to exercise those 
privileges safely: see regulation 67.270. 

61.410  Limitations on exercise of privileges of pilot licences—medical 
certificates: private pilot licence holders 

(1) The holder of a private pilot licence is authorised to exercise the privileges of the 
licence only if the holder also holds: 

(a) a current class 1 or 2 medical certificate; or 
(b) a medical exemption for the exercise of the privileges of the licence. 

(2) However, subject to subregulation (3), the holder of a private pilot licence is 
authorised to exercise the privileges of the licence in a recreational aircraft if: 

(a) the holder: 
(i) also holds a current recreational aviation medical practitioner’s 

certificate; and 
(ii) meets the requirements mentioned in subregulation 61.405(2); and 

(b) the flight is conducted by day under the VFR. 

(3) Regulation 61.465 applies to the holder as if each reference in that regulation to a 
recreational pilot licence included a reference to a private pilot licence. 
Note: A licence holder must not exercise the privileges of his or her licence during any period 

of temporary medical unfitness that could render the holder unable to exercise those 
privileges safely: see regulation 67.270. 

61.415  Limitations on exercise of privileges of pilot licences—medical 
certificates: commercial, multi-crew and air transport pilot licence 
holders 

(1) The holder of a commercial pilot licence, multi-crew pilot licence or air transport 
pilot licence is authorised to exercise the privileges of the licence only if the 
holder also holds: 

(a) a current class 1 medical certificate; or 
(b) a medical exemption for the exercise of the privileges of the licence. 

(2) However, the holder of a commercial pilot licence or air transport pilot licence is 
authorised to exercise the privileges of the licence in an activity that would be 
authorised by a private pilot licence if the holder also holds a current class 2 
medical certificate. 

 



 
 
 

(3) Also, the holder of a commercial pilot licence or air transport pilot licence is 
authorised to exercise the privileges of the licence in an activity that would be 
authorised by a recreational pilot licence if the holder: 

(a) also holds a current recreational aviation medical practitioner’s certificate; 
and 

(b) meets the requirements mentioned in subregulation 61.405(2). 
Note: A licence holder must not exercise the privileges of his or her licence during any period 

of temporary medical unfitness that could render the holder unable to exercise those 
privileges safely: see regulation 67.270. 

61.420  Limitations on exercise of privileges of pilot licences—carriage of 
documents 

The holder of a pilot licence is authorised to exercise the privileges of the licence 
on a flight only if the holder carries the following documents on the flight: 

(a) his or her licence document; 
(b) if the holder holds a current class 1 or 2 medical certificate—the medical 

certificate; 
(c) if the holder holds a recreational aviation medical practitioner’s certificate: 

(i) the medical practitioner’s certificate; and 
(ii) the acknowledgement of receipt mentioned in paragraph 61.405(2)(a); 

(ca) if the holder holds a medical exemption for the flight—a copy of the 
medical exemption; 

(d) a document that includes a photograph of the holder showing the holder’s 
full face and his or her head and shoulders: 

(i) that was issued within the previous 10 years by the government, or a 
government authority, of: 

(A) the Commonwealth or a State or Territory; or 
(B) a foreign country, or a state or province (however described) 

of a foreign country; and 
(ii) that has not expired or been cancelled. 

61.422  Limitations on exercise of privileges of pilot licences—aviation English 
language proficiency 

(1) The holder of a pilot licence other than a recreational pilot licence is authorised 
to exercise the privileges of the licence only if the holder has a current aviation 
English language proficiency assessment. 

(2) Subregulation (3) applies to the holder of a pilot licence that was granted on the 
basis of regulation 202.272 if the licence was granted in recognition of an old 

 



 
 
 

authorisation (within the meaning of regulation 202.261) that was granted on or 
before 4 March 2008. 

(3) Subregulation (1) does not apply to the holder in relation to the exercise of the 
privileges of his or her licence in Australian Territory. 

  

 



 
 
 

Division 61.E.2—General authorisations for pilot licences 

61.430  Holders of pilot licences authorised to taxi aircraft 

(1) A person is authorised to taxi an aircraft of a particular class or type if the person 
holds: 

(a) a pilot licence; and 
(b) the category rating for the category to which aircraft of that class or type 

belong; and 
(c) the class rating or type rating for aircraft of that class or type. 

(2) For regulations 61.405 to 61.415, taxiing an aircraft does not constitute the 
exercise of the privileges of a licence. 
Note: See regulation 229 of CAR for an offence relating to taxiing aircraft without being 

authorised to do so. 

61.435  When holders of pilot licences authorised to operate aircraft radio 

(1) A person is authorised to transmit on a radio frequency of a kind used for the 
purpose of ensuring the safety of air navigation if the person: 

(a) holds a private pilot licence, commercial pilot licence, multi-crew pilot 
licence or air transport pilot licence; or 

(b) holds a recreational pilot licence with a flight radio endorsement. 

(3) For regulations 61.405 to 61.415, transmitting on a radio frequency of a kind 
used for the purpose of ensuring the safety of air navigation does not constitute 
the exercise of the privileges of a licence. 
Note: A person is prohibited from transmitting on a radio frequency of a kind used for the 

purpose of ensuring the safety of air navigation unless the person is qualified to do so: 
see regulation 83 of CAR. 

 

 



 
 
 

Subpart 61.G—Recreational pilot licences 

Division 61.G.1—Privileges and grant of licences 

61.460  Privileges of recreational pilot licences 

Subject to Subpart 61.E and regulations 61.465 and 61.470, the holder of a 
recreational pilot licence is authorised to pilot a single-engine aircraft as pilot in 
command or co-pilot if: 

(a) the aircraft is certificated for single-pilot operation; and 
(b) the aircraft has a maximum certificated take-off weight of not more than 

1 500 kg; and 
(c) the aircraft is not rocket-powered or turbine-powered; and 
(d) the flight is conducted by day under the VFR; and 
(e) either: 

(i) the aircraft is engaged in a private operation; or 
(ii) the holder is receiving flight training. 

Note 1: Subpart 61.E sets out certain limitations that apply to all pilot licences, and ratings and 
endorsements on pilot licences. 

Note 2: The holder of a recreational pilot licence is also authorised to taxi an aircraft in certain 
circumstances: see regulation 61.430. 

Note 3: The holder of a recreational pilot licence is also authorised to transmit on a radio 
frequency of a kind used for the purpose of ensuring the safety of air navigation if the 
holder also holds a flight radio endorsement: see regulation 61.435. 

61.465  Limitations on exercise of privileges of recreational pilot 
licences—general 

(1) The holder of a recreational pilot licence is authorised to pilot an aircraft in a 
Contracting State’s airspace only if the holder has the permission (however 
described) of the Contracting State to do so. 

(2) The holder of a recreational pilot licence is authorised to pilot an aircraft carrying 
more than one passenger only if the holder: 

(a) also holds a current class 1 or 2 medical certificate; or 
(b) is accompanied by another pilot who: 

(i) holds a current class 1 or 2 medical certificate; and 
(ii) occupies a flight control seat in the aircraft; and 

(iii) is authorised to pilot the aircraft. 

(3) The holder of a recreational pilot licence is authorised to pilot an aircraft above 
10 000 ft above mean sea level only if the holder: 

 



 
 
 

(a) also holds a current class 1 or 2 medical certificate; or 
(b) is accompanied by another pilot who: 

(i) holds a current class 1 or 2 medical certificate; and 
(ii) occupies a flight control seat in the aircraft; and 

(iii) is authorised to pilot the aircraft. 

61.470  Limitations on exercise of privileges of recreational pilot 
licences—endorsements 

(1) The holder of a recreational pilot licence is authorised to pilot an aircraft outside 
the following areas only if the holder also holds a recreational navigation 
endorsement: 

(a) the area within 25 nautical miles of the departure aerodrome; 
(b) a flight training area; 
(c) the area that is a direct route between the departure aerodrome and a flight 

training area. 

(2) The holder of a recreational pilot licence is authorised to pilot an aircraft in 
controlled airspace only if the holder also holds a controlled airspace 
endorsement. 

(3) The holder of a recreational pilot licence is authorised to pilot an aircraft at a 
controlled aerodrome only if the holder also holds a controlled aerodrome 
endorsement. 

61.475  Requirements for grant of recreational pilot licences 

(1) An applicant for a recreational pilot licence must be at least 16. 

(2) Subject to regulation 61.480, the applicant must also have: 
(a) passed the aeronautical knowledge examination for a recreational pilot 

licence and the associated aircraft category rating; and 
(b) completed flight training for a recreational pilot licence and the associated 

aircraft category rating; and 
(c) passed the flight test mentioned in the Part 61 Manual of Standards for a 

recreational pilot licence and the associated aircraft category rating; and 
(d) completed at least 25 hours of flight time as pilot of an aircraft of the 

category for which the associated aircraft category rating is sought, 
including: 

(i) at least 20 hours of dual flight; and 
(ii) at least 5 hours of solo flight time. 

Note 1: For paragraph (a), for the conduct of aeronautical knowledge examinations, see 
Division 61.B.3. 

 



 
 
 

Note 2: For paragraph (b), for the requirements for flight training, see Division 61.B.2. 

Note 3: For paragraph (c), for the conduct of flight tests, see Division 61.B.4. 

Note 4: For paragraph (d), for the determination of a person’s flight time and other aeronautical 
experience, see Division 61.A.2. 

(3) Despite paragraph 61.245(1)(a), the flight test must be conducted in an aircraft. 

(4) The applicant is taken to meet the requirements of subregulation (2) if the 
applicant holds a private pilot licence, commercial pilot licence or air transport 
pilot licence. 

61.480  Grant of recreational pilot licences in recognition of pilot certificates 
granted by certain organisations 

(1) This regulation applies to an applicant for a recreational pilot licence if: 
(a) the applicant holds a pilot certificate, granted by a recreational aviation 

administration organisation that administers activities involving aircraft of 
a particular category; and 

(b) the certificate permits the holder to act as the pilot in command of an 
aircraft of that category. 

(2) For subregulation 61.475(2), the applicant is taken to have passed: 
(a) the aeronautical knowledge examination; and 
(b) the flight test; 

for the licence and the associated aircraft category rating. 

(3) The applicant is also taken to have met the requirements for the grant of: 
(a) the aircraft category rating for each category of aircraft in which the person 

is permitted by the certificate to act as pilot in command; and 
(b) the aircraft class rating for each class of aircraft in which the person is 

permitted by the certificate to act as pilot in command; and 
(c) the design feature endorsement for each design feature of an aircraft in 

which the applicant is permitted by the certificate to act as pilot in 
command. 

Note: The holder of an aircraft class rating must successfully complete a flight review for the 
rating to be authorised to exercise the privileges of the rating, and is not taken to have 
met the flight review requirement on the basis of being taken to have met the 
requirements for the grant of the rating under subregulation (3): see 
subregulation 61.745(4). 

 

 



 
 
 

Division 61.G.2—Recreational pilot licence endorsements 

61.485  Kinds of recreational pilot licence endorsements 

The following are recreational pilot licence endorsements: 
(a) a controlled aerodrome endorsement; 
(b) a controlled airspace endorsement; 
(c) a flight radio endorsement; 
(d) a recreational navigation endorsement. 

61.490  Privileges of recreational pilot licence endorsements 

(1) Subject to Subpart 61.E, the holder of a recreational pilot licence with a 
controlled aerodrome endorsement is authorised to pilot an aircraft, as pilot in 
command, at a controlled aerodrome. 

(2) Subject to Subpart 61.E, the holder of a recreational pilot licence with a 
controlled airspace endorsement is authorised to pilot an aircraft, as pilot in 
command, in controlled airspace. 

(3) Subject to Subpart 61.E, the holder of a recreational pilot licence with a flight 
radio endorsement is authorised to operate an aircraft radio on the ground or in 
flight to transmit on a radio frequency of a kind used for the purpose of ensuring 
the safety of air navigation. 

(4) Subject to Subpart 61.E, the holder of a recreational pilot licence with a 
recreational navigation endorsement is authorised to pilot an aircraft, as pilot in 
command, on a cross-country flight. 
Note: Subpart 61.E sets out certain limitations that apply to all pilot licences, and ratings and 

endorsements on pilot licences. 

61.495  Requirements for grant of recreational pilot licence endorsements 

(1) This regulation applies to a person other than a person who is eligible to be 
granted a recreational pilot licence endorsement under regulation 61.500. 

(2) An applicant for a recreational pilot licence endorsement must: 
(a) have passed the aeronautical knowledge examination for the endorsement; 

and 
(b) have completed flight training for the endorsement; and 
(c) if the endorsement is a recreational navigation endorsement—have 

completed, in addition to the flight time mentioned in 
paragraph 61.475(2)(d), at least 5 hours of solo cross-country flight time; 
and 

 



 
 
 

(d) if the endorsement is a flight radio endorsement—have a current aviation 
English language proficiency assessment. 

Note 1: For paragraph (a), for the conduct of aeronautical knowledge examinations, see 
Division 61.B.3. 

Note 2: For paragraph (b), for the requirements for flight training, see Division 61.B.2. 

(3) The cross-country flight time required by paragraph (2)(c) must include a flight 
of at least 100 nautical miles, during which a full-stop landing is made at each of 
2 landing areas, other than the one from which the flight began. 

61.500  Grant of endorsement in recognition of other qualifications 

(1) An applicant for a recreational pilot licence endorsement is eligible to be granted 
the endorsement if the applicant: 

(a) holds a recreational pilot licence; and 
(b) holds another flight crew licence that authorises the exercise of the 

privileges of the endorsement. 

(2) An applicant for a controlled aerodrome endorsement is eligible to be granted the 
endorsement if: 

(a) regulation 61.480 applies to the applicant; and 
(b) the applicant holds an approval from the recreational aviation 

administration organisation to pilot an aircraft at a controlled aerodrome. 

(3) An applicant for a controlled airspace endorsement is eligible to be granted the 
endorsement if: 

(a) regulation 61.480 applies to the applicant; and 
(b) the applicant holds an approval from the recreational aviation 

administration organisation to pilot an aircraft in controlled airspace. 

(4) An applicant for a flight radio endorsement is eligible to be granted the 
endorsement if: 

(a) regulation 61.480 applies to the applicant; and 
(b) the applicant holds an approval from the recreational aviation 

administration organisation to operate an aircraft radio; and 
(c) the applicant has a current aviation English language proficiency 

assessment. 

(5) An applicant for a recreational navigation endorsement is eligible to be granted 
the endorsement if: 

(a) regulation 61.480 applies to the applicant; and 
(b) the applicant holds a cross-country navigation approval from the 

recreational aviation administration organisation; and 

 



 
 
 

(c) the applicant has completed at least 5 hours of solo cross-country flight 
time that complies with subregulation 61.495(3). 

 

 



 
 
 

Subpart 61.H—Private pilot licences 

Division 61.H.1—General 

61.505  Privileges of private pilot licences 

Subject to Subpart 61.E and regulation 61.510, the holder of a private pilot 
licence is authorised to pilot an aircraft as pilot in command or co-pilot if: 

(a) the aircraft is engaged in a private operation; or 
(b) the holder is receiving flight training. 

Note 1: Subpart 61.E sets out certain limitations that apply to all pilot licences, and ratings and 
endorsements on pilot licences. 

Note 2: The holder of a private pilot licence is also authorised to taxi an aircraft in certain 
circumstances: see regulation 61.430. 

Note 3: The holder of a private pilot licence is also authorised to transmit on a radio frequency 
of a kind used for the purpose of ensuring the safety of air navigation: see 
regulation 61.435. 

61.510  Limitations on exercise of privileges of private pilot licences—multi-crew 
operations 

(1) On and after 1 September 2015, the holder of a private pilot licence is authorised 
to exercise the privileges of the licence in a multi-crew operation only if the 
holder has completed an approved course of training in multi-crew cooperation. 

(2) The holder of a private pilot licence that was granted on the basis of 
regulation 202.272 is taken to meet the requirement mentioned in 
subregulation (1) if, before 1 September 2015, the holder conducted a multi-crew 
operation. 

61.515  Requirements for grant of private pilot licences—general 

(1) An applicant for a private pilot licence must be at least 17. 

(2) The applicant must also have: 
(a) passed the aeronautical knowledge examination for the private pilot licence 

and the associated aircraft category rating; and 
(b) completed flight training for the private pilot licence and the associated 

aircraft category rating; and 
(c) passed the flight test mentioned in the Part 61 Manual of Standards for the 

private pilot licence and the associated aircraft category rating; and 
(d) met the aeronautical experience requirements mentioned in 

Division 61.H.2 or 61.H.3. 

 



 
 
 

Note 1: For paragraph (a), for the conduct of aeronautical knowledge examinations, see 
Division 61.B.3. 

Note 2: For paragraph (b), for the requirements for flight training, see Division 61.B.2. 

Note 3: For paragraph (c), for the conduct of flight tests, see Division 61.B.4. 

Note 4: For paragraph (d), for the determination of a person’s flight time and other aeronautical 
experience, see Division 61.A.2. 

(3) Despite paragraph 61.245(1)(a), the flight test must be conducted in an aircraft. 

(4) An applicant who meets the requirements for the grant of a commercial pilot 
licence is taken to meet the requirements for the grant of a private pilot licence.  

 



 
 
 

Subpart 61.I—Commercial pilot licences 

Division 61.I.1—General 

61.570  Privileges of commercial pilot licences 

Subject to Subpart 61.E and regulation 61.575, the holder of a commercial pilot 
licence is authorised: 

(a) to pilot, as pilot in command, any aircraft in any operation, other than: 
(i) a multi-crew aircraft in a charter or regular public transport operation; 

or 
(ii) an aeroplane certificated for single-pilot operation, that has a 

maximum certificated take-off weight of more than 5 700 kg, in a 
regular public transport operation; or 

(iii) a turbojet aeroplane with a maximum certificated take-off weight of 
more than 3 500 kg in a regular public transport operation; and 

(b) to pilot, as co-pilot, any aircraft in any operation. 
Note 1: Subpart 61.E sets out certain limitations that apply to all pilot licences, and ratings and 

endorsements on pilot licences. 

Note 2: The holder of a commercial pilot licence is also authorised to taxi an aircraft in certain 
circumstances: see regulation 61.430. 

Note 3: The holder of a commercial pilot licence is also authorised to transmit on a radio 
frequency of a kind used for the purpose of ensuring the safety of air navigation: see 
regulation 61.435. 

61.575  Limitations on exercise of privileges of commercial pilot 
licences—multi-crew operations 

(1) On and after 1 September 2015, the holder of a commercial pilot licence is 
authorised to exercise the privileges of the licence in a multi-crew operation only 
if the holder has completed an approved course of training in multi-crew 
cooperation. 

(2) The holder of a commercial pilot licence that was granted on the basis of 
regulation 202.272 is taken to meet the requirement mentioned in 
subregulation (1) if, before 1 September 2015, the holder conducted a multi-crew 
operation. 

61.580  Requirements for grant of commercial pilot licences—general 

(1) An applicant for a commercial pilot licence must be at least 18. 

 



 
 
 

(2) The applicant must also have: 
(a) passed the aeronautical knowledge examination for the commercial pilot 

licence and the associated aircraft category rating; and 
(b) completed flight training for the commercial pilot licence and the 

associated aircraft category rating; and 
(c) passed the flight test mentioned in the Part 61 Manual of Standards for the 

commercial pilot licence and the associated aircraft category rating; and 
(d) met the aeronautical experience requirements mentioned in Division 61.I.2 

or 61.I.3. 
Note 1: For paragraph (a), for the conduct of aeronautical knowledge examinations, see 

Division 61.B.3. 

Note 2: For paragraph (b), for the requirements for flight training, see Division 61.B.2. 

Note 3: For paragraph (c), for the conduct of flight tests, see Division 61.B.4. 

Note 4: For paragraph (d), for the determination of a person’s flight time and other aeronautical 
experience, see Division 61.A.2. 

(3) Despite paragraph 61.245(1)(a), the flight test must be conducted in an aircraft. 

(4) The applicant is taken to meet the requirements of paragraph (2)(b) if the 
applicant holds an air transport pilot licence with the associated aircraft category 
rating. 

 

 



 
 
 

Division 61.I.2—Aeronautical experience requirements for 
commercial pilot licences—applicants who have completed 
integrated training courses 

61.585  Application of Division 61.I.2 

This Division applies to an applicant for a commercial pilot licence who has 
completed an integrated training course for the licence and the associated aircraft 
category rating. 

61.590  Aeronautical experience requirements for grant of commercial pilot 
licences—aeroplane category 

(1) An applicant for a commercial pilot licence with the aeroplane category rating 
must have at least 150 hours of aeronautical experience that includes: 

(a) at least 140 hours of flight time as pilot of an aeroplane; and 
(b) at least 70 hours of flight time as pilot in command of an aeroplane; and 
(c) at least 20 hours of cross-country flight time as pilot in command of an 

aeroplane; and 
(d) at least 10 hours of instrument time; and 
(e) at least 5 hours of instrument flight time in an aeroplane. 

(2) Any of the required aeronautical experience that is not completed as flight time 
as a pilot must be completed as simulated flight time in an approved flight 
simulation training device for the purpose. 

(3) The cross-country flight time required by paragraph (1)(c) must include a flight 
of at least 300 nautical miles during which a full-stop landing is made at each of 
2 aerodromes not within the flight training area for the aerodrome from which 
the flight began. 

(4) The flight time in an aeroplane required by subregulation (1) must be completed 
in a registered or recognised aeroplane. 

61.595  Aeronautical experience requirements for grant of commercial pilot 
licences—helicopter category 

(1) An applicant for a commercial pilot licence with the helicopter category rating 
must have at least 100 hours of aeronautical experience that includes: 

(a) at least 90 hours of flight time as pilot of a helicopter; and 
(b) at least 35 hours of flight time as pilot in command of a helicopter; and 
(c) at least 10 hours of cross-country flight time as pilot in command of a 

helicopter; and 

 



 
 
 

(d) at least 10 hours of instrument time; and 
(e) at least 5 hours of instrument flight time in a helicopter. 

(2) Any of the required aeronautical experience that is not completed as flight time 
as a pilot must be completed as: 

(a) simulated flight time in an approved flight simulation training device for 
the purpose; or 

(b) tethered flight time. 

(3) However, no more than 5 hours of the required aeronautical experience may be 
completed as tethered flight time. 

(4) The cross-country flight time required by paragraph (1)(c) must include a flight 
of at least 150 nautical miles during which a landing is made at each of 2 landing 
areas, other than the one from which the flight began. 

(5) The flight time in a helicopter required by subregulation (1) must be completed 
in a registered or recognised helicopter. 

61.600  Aeronautical experience requirements for grant of commercial pilot 
licences—powered-lift aircraft category 

(1) An applicant for a commercial pilot licence with the powered-lift aircraft 
category rating must have at least 150 hours of aeronautical experience that 
includes: 

(a) at least 140 hours of flight time as pilot of a powered-lift aircraft; and 
(b) at least 50 hours of flight time as pilot in command of a powered-lift 

aircraft; and 
(c) at least 10 hours of cross-country flight time as pilot in command of a 

powered-lift aircraft; and 
(d) at least 10 hours of instrument time; and 
(e) at least 5 hours of instrument flight time in a powered-lift aircraft. 

(2) Any of the required aeronautical experience that is not completed as flight time 
as a pilot must be completed as: 

(a) simulated flight time in an approved flight simulation training device for 
the purpose; or 

(b) tethered flight time. 

(3) However, no more than 5 hours of the required aeronautical experience may be 
completed as tethered flight time. 

 



 
 
 

(4) The cross-country flight time required by paragraph (1)(c) must include a flight 
of at least 300 nautical miles during which a full-stop landing is made at each of 
2 landing areas, other than the one from which the flight began. 

(5) The flight time in a powered-lift aircraft required by subregulation (1) must be 
completed in a registered or recognised powered-lift aircraft. 

 

 



 
 
 

Division 61.I.3—Aeronautical experience requirements for 
commercial pilot licences—applicants who have not 
completed integrated training courses 

61.605  Application of Division 61.I.3 

This Division applies to an applicant for a commercial pilot licence who has not 
completed an integrated training course for the licence and the associated aircraft 
category rating. 

61.610  Aeronautical experience requirements for grant of commercial pilot 
licences—aeroplane category 

(1) An applicant for a commercial pilot licence with the aeroplane category rating 
must have at least 200 hours of aeronautical experience that includes: 

(a) at least 190 hours of flight time as a pilot; and 
(b) at least 100 hours of flight time as pilot in command of an aeroplane; and 
(c) at least 20 hours of cross-country flight time as pilot in command of an 

aeroplane; and 
(d) at least 10 hours of instrument time; and 
(e) at least 5 hours of instrument flight time in an aeroplane. 

(2) Any of the required aeronautical experience that is not completed as flight time 
as a pilot must be completed as simulated flight time in an approved flight 
simulation training device for the purpose. 

(3) The cross-country flight time required by paragraph (1)(c) must include a flight 
of at least 300 nautical miles during which a full-stop landing is made at each of 
2 aerodromes not within the flight training area for the aerodrome from which 
the flight began. 

61.615  Aeronautical experience requirements for grant of commercial pilot 
licences—helicopter category 

(1) An applicant for a commercial pilot licence with the helicopter category rating 
must meet the aeronautical experience requirements under subregulation (1A) or 
(1B). 

(1A) An applicant meets the aeronautical experience requirements under this 
subregulation if the applicant has at least 150 hours of aeronautical experience 
that includes: 

(a) at least 140 hours of flight time as a pilot; and 
(b) at least 70 hours of flight time as pilot of a helicopter; and 

 



 
 
 

(c) at least 35 hours of flight time as pilot in command of a helicopter; and 
(d) at least 10 hours of cross-country flight time as pilot in command of a 

helicopter. 

(1B) An applicant meets the aeronautical experience requirements under this 
subregulation if: 

(a) the applicant has at least 105 hours of aeronautical experience that 
includes: 

(i) at least 105 hours of flight time as pilot of a helicopter; and 
(ii) at least 35 hours of flight time as pilot in command of a helicopter; 

and 
(iii) at least 10 hours of cross-country flight time as pilot in command of a 

helicopter; and 
(b) the applicant has completed training in accordance with the requirements 

specified in the Part 61 Manual of Standards for the purposes of this 
paragraph. 

(2) Any of the required aeronautical experience that is not completed as flight time 
as a pilot must be completed as: 

(a) simulated flight time in an approved flight simulation training device for 
the purpose; or 

(b) tethered flight time. 

(3) However, no more than 5 hours of the required aeronautical experience may be 
completed as tethered flight time. 

(4) The cross-country flight time required by paragraph (1A)(d) and 
subparagraph (1B)(a)(iii) must include a flight of at least 150 nautical miles 
during which a landing is made at each of 2 landing areas, other than the one 
from which the flight began. 

61.620  Aeronautical experience requirements for grant of commercial pilot 
licences—powered-lift aircraft category 

(1) An applicant for a commercial pilot licence with the powered-lift aircraft 
category rating must have at least 200 hours of aeronautical experience that 
includes: 

(a) at least 190 hours of flight time as a pilot; and 
(b) at least 50 hours of flight time as pilot in command of a powered-lift 

aircraft; and 
(c) at least 10 hours of cross-country flight time as pilot in command of a 

powered-lift aircraft; and 
(d) at least 10 hours of instrument time; and 

 



 
 
 

(e) at least 5 hours of instrument flight time in a powered-lift aircraft. 

(2) Any of the required aeronautical experience that is not completed as flight time 
as a pilot must be completed as: 

(a) simulated flight time in an approved flight simulation training device for 
the purpose; or 

(b) tethered flight time. 

(3) However, no more than 5 hours of the required aeronautical experience may be 
completed as tethered flight time. 

(4) The cross-country flight time required by paragraph (1)(c) must include a flight 
of at least 300 nautical miles during which a full-stop landing is made at each of 
2 landing areas, other than the one from which the flight began. 

61.625  Aeronautical experience requirements for grant of commercial pilot 
licences—gyroplane category 

(1) An applicant for a commercial pilot licence with the gyroplane category rating 
must have completed at least 150 hours of aeronautical experience that includes: 

(a) at least 75 hours of flight time as pilot of a gyroplane; and 
(b) at least 35 hours of flight time as pilot in command of a gyroplane; and 
(c) at least 20 hours of dual flight in a gyroplane; and 
(d) at least 20 hours of cross-country flight time as pilot in command of a 

powered aircraft; and 
(e) at least 10 hours of cross-country flight time as pilot in command of a 

gyroplane; and 
(f) at least 10 hours of dual instrument time in an aircraft or approved flight 

simulation training device for the purpose. 

(2) The cross-country flight time required by paragraph (1)(e) must include a flight 
of at least 150 nautical miles during which a full-stop landing is made at each of 
2 landing areas, other than the one from which the flight began. 

61.630  Aeronautical experience requirements for grant of commercial pilot 
licences—airship category 

(1) An applicant for a commercial pilot licence with the airship category rating must 
have at least 200 hours of aeronautical experience that includes: 

(a) at least 180 hours of flight time as a pilot; and 
(b) at least 50 hours of flight time as pilot of an airship; and 
(c) at least 30 hours of flight time as pilot in command, or pilot in command 

under supervision, of an airship; and 

 



 
 
 

(d) at least 10 hours of cross-country flight time as pilot in command, or pilot 
in command under supervision, of an airship; and 

(e) at least 10 hours of flight time at night as pilot in command, or pilot in 
command under supervision, of an airship; and 

(f) at least 40 hours of instrument time; and 
(g) at least 20 hours of instrument flight time; and 
(h) at least 10 hours of instrument flight time in an airship. 

(2) Any of the required aeronautical experience that is not completed as flight time 
as a pilot must be completed as simulated flight time in an approved flight 
simulation training device for the purpose. 

  

 


